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7 December 2023
Ms Crouse:
Today we’ll be learning more about STEM. We will be talking about programming. Do you know what networking means?
Student:
Is it about making new friends?
Ms Crouse:
That’s a good guess, but when we’re talking about technology, networking means how computers and other devices connect with each other. 
Student:
Oh, I see. So, when my computer or phone connects to the internet, it's using a network to communicate with other devices and get information?
Ms Crouse:
That’s right. Speaking of computers, have you heard of the word algorithm before?
Student:
I have, but I have no idea what it really means. 
Ms Crouse:
An algorithm is a set of instructions that tells your computer what to do. It’s almost like a recipe that your computer needs to follow to do a task or solve a problem.  
Student: 
Wow, computers can do amazing things! 

Ms Crouse:
That’s true, but it’s only because humans are giving computers instructions.  In programming, you can write a line of code called a statement that tells the computer what to do, for example ‘draw a circle’ or ‘play a sound’. Programmers also write sets of commands in programming languages and these are called scripts. 

Student: 
This all sounds very complicated to me! Let’s recap the vocabulary. Networking means how computers and other devices connect with each other.
Ms Crouse:
An algorithm is a set of instructions that tells your computer what to do.

Student: 
Programmers can tell computers what to do using a line of code called 

a statement or sets of commands called scripts.  
Ms Crouse:
That’s all for today. Thanks. 

