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Paper waste is a big problem in Hong Kong and around the world. Every year, millions of tonnes of paper
are used and thrown away. In Hong Kong, a densely populated city, the amount of paper waste continues to
rise. This happens because we use a lot of paper for schools, offices, and packaging. Not only does this harm
the environment, but it also contributes to filling up landfills. We need to understand why paper waste is

increasing and how we can address this issue before it gets worse.

One major reason for paper waste is the way we use paper in our daily lives. In schools, students constantly
print assignments and notes. In offices, many documents are printed that could be shared digitally.
Additionally, the packaging industry uses a lot of paper for products. The result is that tonnes of paper are
wasted every year, and it can take years to decompose. This not only takes up space in landfills but also

contributes to deforestation, leading to a loss of forests and wildlife habitats.

To reduce paper waste, we should consider using digital alternatives like iPads or computers. Instead of
printing textbooks, students could use tablets for their studies. Businesses could share documents online
instead of printing them. By doing so, we could save a lot of paper and resources. In addition to digital tools,
we can also use recycled paper products and learn to print less. These changes in habits can make a big

difference in reducing paper waste.

Governments also play an important role in solving this issue. They can introduce laws to reduce paper
usage, such as encouraging businesses and schools to go digital. They can also promote recycling

programmes and campaigns to raise awareness about paper waste.

In conclusion, paper waste is a growing problem in Hong Kong and worldwide. By understanding the
reasons behind it and encouraging the use of digital tools, we can take meaningful steps towards a solution.

If we all try to use less paper, I believe the world would be a greener place! Let’s go green together.



